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what is happening; as long as we were allied with France no
one wanted to serve. Now all are anxious to become soldiers/ x
The English Minister sent home a report containing similar
observations: The moving spirit of this noble national effort is
the Crown Prince. He hates the French, and his devotion to
England is proportionally strong and deeply rooted. This applies
to our language and to everything that characterizes us as
Englishmen/

The Diplomat was right. Nothing had made a more profound
impression upon the Crown Prince than the dogged, consistent,
rigidly hostile attitude of Britain, who fought against the Corsican
conqueror for years until finally victorious. As soon as Ludwig's
enthusiasm for a country was awakened he immediately started
to learn its language. In this way he had learnt Italian, had
studied Greek, and now began to acquire English.

In spite of the tremendous events of this time, the Crown
Prince had never forgotten his beloved Aeginetan statues. These
had been brought to Malta and, as Bavaria was at that time in
the enemy camp, the British Secretary of State had given orders
that their purchase by Ludwig should be opposed and the treasure
secured for England. The Crown Prince now begged the British
Minister that, in view of the changed conditions, London should
give up this decision and allow the antiques to be handed over to
him. Sir G. H. Rose intervened with his government.2 He was
anxious to oblige the man who was the only counterweight to the
Bavarian King and his Minister, whose conversion to the Allied
cause was very recent and rather unreliable. That was of greater
importance to England than a few antique statues, and Ludwig's
ultimate possession of the Aeginetan statuary was no longer in
danger.

In the meantime progress had been made by the Allies. Bliicher
was advancing from Mannheim and Schwarzenberg from
Switzerland; the two joined forces in the Champagne and
defeated the Emperor of the French at La Rothtere. In the middle
of February, however, the Emperor once again showed his military
genius, and with incredible daring forced his enemies to retreat,
first in one place and then in another. This made such an
impression upon the Allies that at the new peace negotiations at

1  See note 3, p. 122.

2  G. H. Rose to Lord Castlereagh, Confidential, Munich, 7th February, 1814.
London, Public Record Office.